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svzoEsrrzAL. 

DISCOURSE  VIl. 

Ok  the  MiRACi'Lors  events  krom  the  time  »>r 
Joshua  to  the  Baiiylo.nisii  (.’aitivitv. 

//e  tHdhlishti  a  tMtinony  in  Jirob,  timf  ujipoint- 
eda  I'lw  in  hrarl,  whirfi  he  comm  indtil  to  our 
fitkert,  that  they  should  make  them  ktiotrn  to 
their  children,  that  the  fcrne.rution  to  come  mi:'ht 
know  then,  even  the  children  which  should  be 
born  ;  who  should  arise,  and  declare  them  to 
their  children,  that  theif  inifcht  set  their  hope  in 
tiod,  and  not  for/^et  the  tcorks  of  God,  but  keep 
his  commandments. 

l*sAi.M  Kxviii.  .'),  0,  7. 

Ii>  the  precceirm^  Discourses  I  laiil  before  you 
the  evidence  of  the  divine  uiissioii  of  Moses,  and 
the  credibility  of  ilie  miraculous  events  which  ae- 
companied  the  deliverance  of  the  l.srnoiites  from 
their  bondage  in  E^pt,  and  their  settlement  in  the 
land  of  Canaan.  These  miracles  were  strictly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  ptoniulgation  ^  a  system  of  leli- 
"ion  essentially  ditferent  from  .*>■  that  prevailed  in 
the  world  at  that  time,  iiid  inliuitely  Miperior  to  them 
all;  consistini; in  the  wt«rsliipof  tlie  one  true  tlml, 
the  maker  of  neaveu  and  earth,  and  the  supieinc 
disposer  of  all  events ;  a  religion  which  admitted 
into  its  rites  nothing  impure  or  cniel,  and  whadi  was 
eminently  subservient  to  the  practice  of  mord  vir¬ 
tue.  It  was  a  religion  free  from  the  absurd,  but  then 
universally  prevalent,  arts  of  dirinalion,  magic,  and 
necromancy;  but  which  supplied  tlie  people  from 
time  to  time  with  real  prophets,  who  announced  to 
them  the  will  of  tiod,  and  occasionally  foretold 
things  to  come. 

By  this  means  the  Israelites  were  for  ever  prevent- 
eil  frftm  wholly  abandoning  tlieir  religum,  though, 
deceived  by  the  same  fallacious  appearances  which 
led  the  rest  of  the  wuihl  into  the  worship  of  a  miilti- 
iJicity  of  deities,  and  fascuiated  by  the  licentious 
rites  of  their  religions,  the  majority  of  the  nation 
frequently  conformed  to  the  worship  of  their  hea¬ 
then  neighbors.  It  by  no  means  appears  that  the 
nation  in  general  ever  disbelieted  the  miniculons 
events  recorded  in  the  books  of  Moses,  or  the 
supreme  divinity  of  the  God  of  tlicir  fathers  ;  but 
they  were  willing  to  think  that,  consistently  w  ith  this, 
they  might  be  indulged  in  the  w  orship  of  inferior 
deities,  and  derive  both  pleasure  and  advantage  from 
the  rites  to  which  all  the  great  nations  around  them 
w  ere  addicted.  After  any  geiiend  or  long  continu¬ 
ed  neglect  of  their  religion,  they  were,  in  the  course 
of  any  extraordinary  providence,  brought  back  to 
it  by  severe  judgments.  But  the  .same  inlluence 
which  deceived  the  rest  of  the  world  in  time  atVect- 
cd  them  as  liefore,  till  the  long  captivity  in  Babylon, 
and  what  they  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  there, 
elTectually  cured  them  of  all  proneness  to  idolatry. 

Some  think  these  relapses  of  the  Israelites  into 
idolatry,  after  the  many  miracles  to  w  hich  tlieir  an- 
cestoii  had  been  witnesses,  absolutely  incredible. 
But  it  should  be  considered,  tliat  this  defection  to 
idolatry,  to  which  they  had  been  addicted  in  Egypt, 


did  nut  take  place  till  after  the  deatli  of  Josinia  and 
his  cotempoiaries  tliat  is,  while  the  miraculous 
events  wcic  rcci  nt ;  and  tlial  the  Israelites  did  not, 
in  geneial,  do  more  th:m  join  tlie  wor-hip  of  otlier 
Gods  to  that  of  tiu  ir  own.  Alsu,  whatever  they 
iiiiglit  have  been  taught  by  Moscs,  or  independently 
I  ot  liiin,  roiiceriiing  a  future  state,  the  proper  ob¬ 
ject  ol  bis  iusticutioiis  was  teinjioral  prosperity  ;  aikl 
tliey  S.TW  other  nations  nourishing  iiotwithstaiHlint' 
their  idolatry.  I'licy  inlglit,  then-fore,  clierish  the 
hope  that  prosperity  was  not  nei'e>sariiy  conuerted* 
with  the  observance  of  tbeir  peculiar  institutions, 
especially  as  their  calamity  did  not  follow  their  de¬ 
fection  very  sjtcetlily,  but  by  slow  degrees. 

Do  not  many  Ubristians  think,  and  act.  much  in 
the  same  maimer  ‘i  How  many  real  believers  in 
i'liristianity  indidge  tbemselvcs  in  pras’tices  which 
they  know  ti)  be  Ibrbiddcii  by  it,  either  with  tlie  se¬ 
cret  hope  f)f  after  repentance,  t»r  willing  to  think 
tliat  their  favorite  iiitlulgciiecs  are  not  absolutely 
forbidden,  or  with  some  other  excuse  for  tlieni  ? 
How  many  unbelievers  do  tilings  which  they  know 
to  lie  contnirv  to  that  reason  whi«  h  they  |)ut  in  tbo 
place  of /T/ig/t/fi  ;/  l,ct  not  these  persons,  then, 
j  greatly  ctuidemn  the  Israelites,  or  cuucliide  their 
I  conduct  to  be  absolutely  unacniuntable,  and  their 
history,  fortius  reason,  incredible. 

These  frequent  rel.tpses  into  idolatry,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  calamities  th«-v  never  f.iUed  to  bring 
upon  the  Israelitisb  nation,  Isa  clear  ]>rouf that thev 
|liad  nil  natural  attachment  to  the  religion  instituted 
by  Moses.  Though  so  excellent,  it  svas  by  no  ineaiu 
the  religion  of  tlieir  choice,  but  one  that  was  forced 
upon  them,  by  evidence  which  it  was  not  in  their 
[lower  to  resist.  For  what  hindered  their  continu¬ 
ing  to  worship  tlte  gods  of  their  neighbors,  to  wIiLcIi 
they  were  so  very  prone,  as  all  other  natums  did, 
hut  some  particular  piovidcnce,  acroinpanied  with 
miraculous  appearances  peculiar  to  tlicmsclves  ? 
This  is  a  consideration  of  the  greatest  iinportaueo 
to  tlie  credibility  of  tlie  miraculous  part  of  their 
history  ;  as,  in  tact,  the  miracles  were  con4anlly 
cxliibitod  not  before  friends,  but  euemics,  that  is, 
peiAons  prejudiced  against  the  object  of  tliein. 

The  history  of  the  Israelites  shows  that  this  nation 
w  IS  never  long  w  ithout  some  miraciilous  apjiearnii- 
Cf.s.  all  of  whicli  were,  no  doubt,  directly  or  indi- 
ri  I  tly,  calculated  to  confirm  them  in  the  belief  of 
tl«-  truth,  and  divine  origin,  of  their  religion.  But 
tin-  first  miracle  that  occurs,  w  hich  vv:is  more  pniticu- 
laily  calculated  to  demonstrate  the  superiority  of 
tlr-ir  God  to  those  of  their  neighbtirs,  was  tlie  fall  of 
III  •  statue  of  Dagon  before  the  ark,  and  the  judg- 
ni'-nts  that  befcl  the  Philistines  who  took  it. 

This  very  warlike  and  powerful  nation  had  been 
jirriiiiitcd  to  harass  and  oppress  the  I.sraelitc.s ;  and 
tliesc  being  defeated  in  battle,  and  recollccling  the 
wonders  wroiiglu  in  their  favor  when  the  .irk  was  in 
their  caiiqi  (as  when  the  river  Jordan  was  divided  be¬ 
fore  the  priests  who  carried  it,  aud  when  the  walls 
of  Jericho  fell  down  at  his  presence)  presiimptiunrs- 
ly,  and  without  any  divine  direction,  fetched  tlie 
ark  into  tlieir  ramp.  Let  us,  say  they,  i  Sam.  iv. 
■5,  fetch  the  ark  of  (he  covenant  of  Jehovah  out  of 
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iifiilok,  unto  u$  ;  that  uhcn  it  cometh  to  v.*,  it 
miy  SiivtvJ  o\U  of  ththandof  our  tnrmies.  VN'lioii 
they  had  done  ^o,  they  fell  ihem^rlves  full  of  ron- 
fldence,  *o  that  it  is  said  they  shotUed  with  a  gre.,t 
shiiut,  and  the  earth  rang  again. 

The  Philistines  were  no  strangers  to  the  history 
of  the  Israelites,  and,  like  all  other  anrient  nations, 
ascribing  their  mccess  to  the  suinrior  |)ower  of  tlu  ir 
gods,  were  greativ  alarmed  at  tliis  e»’cnt.  For  we 
read,  ver.  7.  Iht  Philbtinet  were  afraid.  Far 
they  »aid  Hod  is  come  into  the  camp,  /foe  unto 
us  ;  for  there  has  not  been  such  a  thing  heretofore, 
/foe  unto  us,  who  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the  h-  nd 
of  these  mighty  Godsi  These  are  the  Gods  that 
smote  the  Egyptians  with  all  the  pligues  in  the. 
wilderness.  However,  recovering  from  their  con¬ 
sternation,  and  exerting  themselves  in  the  battle, 
they  gained  the  victory,  and  took  the  ark  itself. 

’Piis  was,  no  doubt,  a  cause  of  great  exultation 
to  the  Philistines,  who,  considering  it  as  a  tritim)>h 
of  their  god  Dagon  over  the  Uod  of  the  Israelites, 
carried  the  ark  into  his  temple.  Kut  tlicir  triuinh 
was  not  of  long  continuance.  For  as  wu  read,  C'h. 
tr.  3.  Rising  early  in  the  morning,  they  found  Da~ 
goes  laid  on  his  face  before  the  ark.  This  must 
have  been  performed  by  miracle,  as  the  image  w  as 
not  broken,  as  it  would  have  been  by  a  natural  fall, 
fruiD  being  unequally  poised,  and  the  foundation  by 
any  accident  giving  way,  unless  the  image  had  been 
of  wood,  in  which  case  the  ne.\t  event  must  have 
been  miraculous. 

The  Philistines,  not  wholly  dbconcerted  by  this 
disaster,  and  willing,  no  doubt,  to  attribtite  it  to 
some  accident,  though  they  might  not  be  able  satis¬ 
factorily  to  account  fur  it,  set  the  image  in  his  place 
again.  But  early  the  next  morning  they  found 
something  more  disastrous  still  ;  for  the  head  of 
Dagon,  and  both  the  palms  of  his  hands,  were  cut 
off  upon  the  threshold,  to  which  it  is  probable  they 
must  have  been  carried  from  some  distance  ;  for  it 
b  most  likely  that,  as  in  other  heathen  temple^  thi- 
image  woula  be  placed  opposite  to  the  door,  in  tlic 
most  remote  part  of  tlic  building.  It  is  added,  that 
only  the  stump  of  Dagon  was  left  to  him  ;  so  tliat 
this  could  not  have  been  a  fall  of  the  image,  but  a  | 
violent  separation  of  its  parts,  and  therefore  loiia- 
culous. 

Alarmed  at  this  second  d'isaster,  the  Philistuics 
do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  attempt  to  repair 
or  replace  th«  image,  and  |>erhaps  removed  the  ;uk 
from  the  temple.  But  the  divine  interpusitkni  did 
not  end  here.  The  people  of  Ashdod,  who  had 
til*  custody  of  the  ark,  were  universally  visited  with 
a  sore  plague  of  cnirods,  while  the  rest  of  the  nii- 
tion  were  free  from  it  ;  and  ascribing  this  to  the 
presence  of  the  ark,  it  was  by  common  consent  rt- 
nioved  to  Gath.  The  people  of  Gath  being  afflict¬ 
ed  with  the  same  plague,  they  sent  it  to  Ekroa. 
But  the  inhabitaitts  of  thb  city  were  so  terrilted  -it 
its  approach,  that  they  sent  and  assembled  all  tiu; 
Loids  of  the  Philistines  and  by  them  it  was  agreed 
to  send  it  back,  lest,  as  they  said,  it  slay  us  writ' 
our  people.  For,  it  'is  added,  there  was  a  dendl\ 
destruction  throughout  all  their  cities  ;  the  hand 
of  God  was  very  heavy  there,  and  the  men  that 
Aednof,  were  smitten  with  tmrods,  and  the  cry\ 
of  the  city  went  up  to  heaven. 

(To  be  cotUinued.) 

*•  We  have  found  him  of  whom  Moses  in  tire  Law 
and  the  Prophets  did  write,  Jesasof  Nazanth— 
the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world."*»DiBU2. 
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Trot,  Sati  rpat,  (Ktohkr  Irt,  IBi?. 

STRANG  V  r.NIVF.RSALIST. 

The  Kditor  of  the  Western  Recorder,  with  his 
usual  hostility  to  the  sect  every  where  spi.kcn  against, 
has  recently  favoured  his  readers  with  what  is  c:dled 
a  "  TtJeeming  rirrumsti.nre."  In  order,  therefore, 
that  this  doeuiucni,  ebanu  leristic  of  the  feelings 
whi<  h  dictated  it,  iiiiglii  be  more  extensively  read, 
and  its  spirit  moie  generally  understood,  1  have 
made  the  lullowing  extract,  taken  from  the  above 
mentioned  paper 

“STRA.N'G'S  CONFESSION.” 

“There  is  one  redeeming  circiiiiLstance — tliis 
monster  of  iniipiity,  though  he  seeinrd  willing  tti 
hope  for  heaven,  acknowledges  himself  to  have  been 
for  twelve  years  iiast,  a  Tniversalist !  He  who  for 
six  months  together  w  as  coolly  calculating  upon  the 
murder  of  an  injured  husbuiul,  in  the  very  heart  of 
whose  family  he  resided,  says,  that  “  for  twelve 
years  past,  and  until  the  time  of  niy  confession,  I 
believed  there  was  a  God  and  Saviour;  yet,  that 
Gorl  had  decreed  and  directed  all  things,  ami  that 
he  would  not  punisli  any  of  his  creatures  (no  matter 
what  suis  they  may  have  ronnuitted  here)  in  the 
world  of  spirits.”  Here  we  may  see  a  practical 
sperimeii  of  Unive.|mlism.  The  m:ui  seems  at  last 
to  have  renounced  his  foniier  belief,  and  to  liave 
manifested  some  slight  and  very  tJuuhtful  symptoms 
of  penitem  e  ;  and  we  pretend  not  to  know  whither 
his  spirit  has  lied  ;  but  in  view  of  all  that  appears  of 
bis  rliaracter  in  its  very  dm-kest  au<l  most  odious 
shades,  his  brother  Universali'ts  are  bound  to  regard 
him  as  a  saint  in  light,  and  to  exult  in  the  full  ex¬ 
pectation  of  meeting  him  among  angels  and  glorih- 
ed  spirits,  there  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  pious 
labours !” 

“This  monster  of  iniquity”  Is  denominated  a 
f/rttrersuf/s/,  who  had  Irelieved  “for  twelve  vears 
past  Unit  God  had  decreed  and  directed  all  things, 
and  that  God  would  not  punish  any  of  his  creatures 
in  the  world  of  spirits.”  By  what  autliority  could 
it  be  said  that  Strang  held  the  doctrine  of  the  Uni- 
versalists  ?  Perhaps,  it  will  bes  so  aid,  because  he  did 
not  believe  in  punishment  bevond  death.  It  is  true, 
there  are  those  wlio  do  not  believe  in  a  pnn’ishment 
after  death  ;  but  those  believe  that  in  God's  dealings 
with  man,  he  w  ill  “  recoiiqrensc  the  righteous,  and 
much  more  the  wicked  and  the  sinner  in  the 
earth.”  Proverbs  xi.  31. 

But  Strang  neither  feared  God,  nor  regarded 
man-— he  did  not  believe  that  God  would  punish  him 
in  this  world  ;  and  why  should  he  ?  For  he  believed 
that  “  God  for  his  own  glory  foreordained  whaUo- 
cver  comes  to  pass.”— It  is  certain  that  he  cannot 
be  classed  witli  those  Universalists  who  believe  in 
future  |uini(siiinent;  and  evidently,  he  has  expressed 
as  much  of  the  orthodox  faith  in  this  statement  as 
he  has  of  the  faith  of  those  who  believe  in  the  ulti¬ 
mate  salvation  of  all  the  purchased  possession.  For 
he  has  rcs|)onded  but  the  sentiment  of  the  Westmin¬ 
ster  Divines, when  he  declared  he  believed  “that  Ciod 
had  decreed  and  directed  all  things.”  (Sex'  the  an- 
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swcr  to  the  question,  fiiit  art  the  decreet  oj  Uod'!'  devotional  ardour,  express  their  wants.— Tliey  ask- 
in  the  .shorter  Cateciiisni.)  Had  he  said  tliat  he  receive,  and  rejoice  in  the  fniition  of  the  Paternal 
believed  that  the  pour,  unfortunate  reprobates  would  benediction  of  Him  who  ‘  givcih  to  all  liberallj,  and 
be  punished  in  the  world  of  spirits  for  no  other  upbraideth  not.’  Prayer  Is  rlrerefore  not  only  a 
reason  than  that  God  Ahni;^hty  inq;ht  sliow  to  an-  jiririitge  of  the  first  importance,  but  a  sacred  in- 
geb  .and  men  the  greatness  of  his  sovereign  power;  junction  which  should  be  duly  appreciated,  and 
1  say,  had  he  believed  in  punishinent  for  somebody  rightly  obsened  by  all. 

notwitlistanding,  like  many  otlrers,  feared  it  not  The  privilege  of  prayer  is  realized  in  the  assur- 
for  himself,  (for  it  appears  his  honest  .sentiment,  ance  tliat  if  they  pray  according  to  the  will  of  God, 
that  God  h.ad  decreed  tliat  he  should  thus  do,  and  their  request  will  be  gi anted.  The  objects  of  .sup- 
all  he  had  done  was  to  bring  it  to  pass,)— it  would  plication  are  made  known  in  the  injunctions  of  God. 
not  have  been  said,  “Acre  we  miy  are  a  prccticut  They  are  princip.illy  the  temporal  and  eternal  wel- 
epeemtn  of  Unite  ran  I  ism.”  Tlie  writer  of  the  ar-  welfare  of  his  olfspring. 

tide  from  the  Western  Recorder  .says,  “  we  pretend  The  w  riter  of  Uiis  article  would  exercise  the  liber- 
not  to  knotc  whither  his  spirit  has  fled,  but  his  bro-  ty  of  offering  a  few  remarks  on  a  part  of  a  paragrapli 
rt.v,  t’l.ivoi-kali'.t'i  are  i<uu...i  to  iim,  «  «alnt  I'u.inH  written  in  a  pamphlet  recently  published  in 

in  light,  and  to  e.xuh  with  full  expectation  of  meet-  ihU  city,  denominated  a  *•  Reoiew”  of  a  sartnon 
ing  him  among  angels  and  glorified  spirits,  there  to  preached  by  the  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  from  James 
recei'.e  the  reward  of  his  pious  labour.”  iv.  d.  “  I’c  oak  and  receive  not,  becauae  ye  oak 

Perhaps  ‘‘his  spirit”  is  inveloped  in  the  ine.xtin-  umiM,”— by  J.  Brockway.  The  follow  ing  is  the  ab- 
giiishable  flames  of  the  burning  lake,  w  here  afar  off,  stract “  It  is  a  duty  enjoined  upon  us  by  an  Apos- 
bo  can  see  John  F.  VanPatten  in  the  bos«m>  of  tie,  to  prav  for  all  men,  for  Kings  and  all  that  are 
Abraham,  who,  when  living,  believed  that  God  “  de-  in  authority.”  To  this  he  adds,  “But,  murJt,  w© 
creed  and  directed  all  things,”  who  wa.s  a  member  are  not  told  that  all  men  shall  be  saved.  Not  even 
of  the  Dutch  Refunned  Church  in  the  city  of  Scire-  if  we  pray  for  them  just  as  we  ought  to  pray;  ao  that 
nectady,  N.  Y.  and.  who  was  convicted  of  the  nmr-  tee  hare  a  right  to  pray  aome  other  pruyer  than 
der  of  Mrs.  .Maria  S<  herinerhorn,  (Jan.  11,  ISi.'i.)  the  prayer  of  faith,  emphatically  so  called,  Mr.Be- 
If“  there  is  one  redeeming  circumstance  apper-  man  and  Mr.  Fmney  to  the  contrary  notwithatand- 
tnining  to  that  wicked  monster,  (Strang,)  what  kind  jpg,” 

of  a  circvmatunre  is  it  that  appertains  to  that  “mon-  The  reader  will  discover  that  this  gentleman  would 
ater  of  iniquity,”  J.  J  .  Vanl'atten,  who  so  delibe-  infer  the  propriety  of  praving  for  that  which  God 
rately  shot  this  unsuspecting  woman  imnredi  ttely  will  not  grant,  and  which,  it  is  believed  at  the  sanre 
after  he  had  closed  his  schrMrl  at  noon  ?  and  added  ,i,ne  this  prayer  Is  so  insincerely  offered,  that  God 
to  all  this  the  fact,  that  this  same  maliciorrs  hypocrite  never  iniemled  to  srant.  Do  not  those  “  draw  near 
ojioned  his  school  on  that  moniing  as  usual,  by  ■  t,,  (jod  with  their  lii>s.  when  their  hearts  are  far 
prayer! !  him.”  who  apparently  a.sk  God  in  prayer  to  do 

.  Now,  if  by  any  means  it  can  be  supposed  that  the  that,  which  from  their  hearts  they  beliere  he  never 
niurdeier  of  Whipple  was  a  Universalist,  and  his 

conduct  in  that  case  a '''  apecimen  of  l.nivcr.salism,”  |t  ,,b(>uld  be  recollected  that  it  was  as  much  an  in- 
wliat  must  we  consider  him  to  have  been,  who  rose,  function  «>fthe  Apostle,  (Sec  I.Tim.  ii.  «,)4that  all 
as  it  were,  from  the  altar  of  prayer,  and  went  to  ^  meu  every  where  slioukl  lift  up  their  hands  in  prayer 
muider  this  woman ;  and  what  is  his  conduct  in  this  “nithout  doubling,”  as  that  tliey  should  pray  for 
atlair  a  aperiinen  of.' — Perliaps,  it  will  he  deemed  |  ..aH  men.”  God  gnmt  the  lime  near,  wlien  chris- 
improper  to  menlion  tire  names  of  the  departed  ;  tnns  will  pray  for  the  will  of  God  to  be  done,  in 
dead  in  this  way;  but  as  tin-  writer  of  the  said  article  ,  f;,ith,  knowing  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  “  all 
had  bnrken  into  the  gr.avc,  to  drag  from  its  recess !  ,„cn  should  be  saved  and  eome  to  the  knowledge 
this  fool  chara  ter,  to  c:i,t  an  orliiini  on  the.  fa>t  ilie  truth.” 

spreading  faith  of  “  tire  reconciliation  of  all  things"  - 

why  shoidd  the  writer  of  thi.s  article,  when  his  fellow  FROCBSDZNGS 

man  hud  o^rened  and  left  o|K'n,  the  regiotn  of  the  Ov  THF.Gr..vvr.Ai.  Convention  OF  UNivERSAt- 
dead,  be  cetrsured  for  hringiiig  lioni  ihetire  .1  cha-  i.^TS  of  the  New-Enclaxd  States  anb 

rrctor,  to  show  that  he  that  ia  evithout  sin  ahuuldl  others,  in  Awu.ti.  session,  at  Saratoga 

cuat  the  first  atone.  *  Si  rings,  N.  Y.  Sept.  19  and  20,  1&27. 

-  j  On  Tnesday  evening,  18th  ult.  the  Minis- 

Tiie  Fkaver  op  Faith.  !  ters  and  Delegates  composing  the  General 

Prayer  is  the  unparallelled  privilege  of  which  all  i  Convention,  as.sembled  according  to  ■‘ijourn- 
rationed  intelligenroi  caM- avail  theui^elve^.  It  Is  by  house  of  Br,  Huling,  and  joined 

pn,.,,  to  tobeJirnt.  yet  iH  ilitom  cliil<lr,;ii  »p.  -  i  i 

Ptoh  tiKi,  heave, J,  K.to,  a,..l  acoorih,,  to  ,i  >■  V'oceoM  •»  Council  b, 

of  Go, I,  ,„,l  ,0  a  .l„p  of  'I'ooains  Bt.  II.  Ballou  ModtoWr. 

h„m.n  dvpcto,  ,.  thcvl  in  chUdlik.  ,in,pl  ity  and  rietkf 

L.c'C.  .  '  " 
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3.  Choso  Brs.  J.  Potter,  P.  Dean  and  J. 
Moore  a  (*ommittee  to  receive  requests  for 
letters  of  fellowship  and  ordination,  and  report 
thereon 

4.  Aeijourned  the  Council  until  Wednesday 
mornine  tt  o’clock,  then  to  meet  at  the  (,'oluni- 
bian  Hotel — Prayer,  by  Br.  N.  Wri^/lit,  Jr. 

Wednesday  morning  8  o’clock,  met  accord¬ 
ing  to  adjournment — Prayer,  by  IJr.  W.  Skin¬ 
ner. 

6.  Proceeded  to  read  the  several  epistles 
iiddresscd  to  this  body  by  Societies  in  its  lel- 
lowship;  and  \vc  are  happy  to  state,  tliat  the 
intelligence  thus  received  was  liighly  calcu¬ 
lated  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  faithful. 

6.  A  communication  was  read  by  Br  H. 
Ballou,  stating  in  snlixtauco,  tJiat  lie  was  au¬ 
thorized  by  Mr.  Richard  Carrique  to  say  that 
he  (R.  Carrique)  had  withdrawn  his  conne.\- 
ion  from  the  Convention. 

The  Council  was  then  suspended  for  public 
worship. 

Order  of  Morning  Service. 

Introductory  prayer,  by  Br.  C.  (1.  P.arsons. 

Sermon.by Br.  J.  Potter, from  l,Cor..\iii.  13. 

Concluding  Prayer,  by  Br.  N.  Wright,  Jr. 

7.  V’oted  to  accept  the  following  ri  port. — 

“  The  Committee  appointed  at  tlie  last 

Session  of  the  General  Convention,  to  consid¬ 
er  whether  it  be  e.xpedient  to  establish  any 
general  rule,  in  addition  to  former  usage,  as 
to  the  admission  of  applicants  for  fellowship 
as  preachers  of  the  gospel,  report, 

That  in  their  opinion,  it  is  desirable  that 
some  additional  rule  be  established. 

And  they  would  suggest  the  e.xpediency  of 
appointing,  at  each  Session  of  the  General 
Convention,  a  (’ommittce,  or  t’ommittees  to 
whom  candidates  during  the  following  year 
shall  apply  for  examination  in  secular  ami  sa¬ 
cred  learning:  of  which  Committee  or  Com¬ 
mittees  it  shall  be  the  duty  to  (>xnmine  such 
applicants,  wdth  special  regard  to  their  literary 
and  theological  acquirements,  and  their  talents 
for  sermonizing,  and  if  satisfied  therewith,  to 
give  them  a  certificate  accordingly,  which  shall 
be  produced  by  said  candidates,  as  their  re¬ 
commendation,  on  applying  to  the  General 
C’onvention  for  its  fellowship. 

liosea  Ballou,  ‘2d. 
Sebastian  Streeter. 
Paul  Dean, 
liosea  Ballou. 

8.  Voted  that  the  above  recommendation 
be  adopted  as  a  vote  of  this  ('onvention. 

9.  SusjH'iided  the  business  of  the  Council, 
to  attend  public  worship. 

Order  of  the  afternoon  service. 

Introductory  prayer,  by  Br.  O.  A.  Skinner. 

Sermon,  by  Br.  T.  King,  from  .Matt, 
xiv.  31. 

t-oncluding  Prayer,  by  Br.  Wm.  S.  Balch. 

lU.  Br  P.  Dean  brought  forw'ard  the  fol¬ 
lowing  preamble  and  resolution,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted.  “  Whereas  in  the  pro¬ 


gress  of  the  Societies  of  Universalists  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  multiplication  of  a.sso- 
ciations  in  fellowship  with  this  Convention, 
claiming  the  same  power — composed  of  the 
same  members,  and  extending  over  the  same 
territory — there  is  not  that  perfect  order  in 
their  government  and  proceedings  desirable 
to  be  jireserved.  'I'lierefore, 

Resolved — 'fhat  it  is  expedient  so  far  to  al¬ 
ter  the  plan  of  the  (ieneral  Convention  and 
the  subordinate  associations,  as  to  provide 
that  till!  General  Convention  shall  consist  of 
the  ministering  brethren  of  all  the  associations 
and  societies  in  fellowship  with  the  order,  to¬ 
gether  with  Deleg'iics  from  each  of  the  state 
(’onventions — and  that  in  each  state  wheri- 
tliere*  are  three  or  more  ministering  brethren, 
to  be  composed  of  ministers  of  the  state,  and 
Delegates  from  branches  of  said  state  a.sso* 
cialions,  to  be  composed  of  the  ministers  and 
two  Delegates  of  each,  in  the  territory  which 
shall  be  s|)ecified.  All  associations  to  adopt 
the  articles  of  faith  professed  by  the  General 
(hmvention,  and  to  be  governed  by  the  rule.s 
of  the  (ieneral  and  t^tate  (’onventions,  or  sucli 
as  they  may  adojit  in  conformity  thereto-” 

11.  Voted  that  a  Committee  of  three  be 
appointeil,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  above 
uumed  subject. 

1*2.  'fhe  following  brethren  were  api>ointed 
on  said  Commitiee :  viz.  Paul  Dean,  Warrtii 
Skinner  and  Job  Potter. 

13.  Adjourned  until  Thursday  morning  8 
o’clock. — I’rayer,  by  Br.  Parsons. 

Onler  of  K veiling  Service. 

liifroiluctory  Prayer,  by  Br.  J.  .Moore. 

Sermon,  by  Br.  W.  Skinner,  form  Acts  xvi. 
‘21. 

(’oncluding  Prayer,  by  Br.  .Moses  P.  Mor- 
gan. 

'J'hursday  morning  8  o’clock,  met  according 
to  adjoiisninent. — Prayer, by  Br.  K.  Case. 

11.  Voted  that  this  Convention  designate 
four  districts  and  tliat  a  (’oiuniittee,  consisting 
of  three  in  each  district,  be  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  proficiency  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry,  in  secular  and  theological  literature. 

15.  'I'he  following  districts  and  Committees 
were  accordingly  formed.  1.  Maine.  2.  Ver¬ 
mont  and  New  lianqishire.  3.  .Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  4.  N.  York 
and  Pennsylvania. 

For  the  1st  District,  viz.  Maine,  Brs.  A. 
Drew,  Sylvai'us  Cobb  and  John  Bisbee. 

For  tlio  2d,  Vermont  and  N.  Ilampsliire, 
Brs.  S.  C.  I.ovcland,  Kdward  Turner  and 
Warren  Skinner. 

For  the  3d,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Isl-and 
and  (Connecticut,  Br.s.  Hosca  Ballou,  David 
Pickering  and  Paul  Dean. 

F'or  the  4th,  N.  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
Nathaniel  Stacy,  Thomas  F'.  King  and  Dol- 
phus  Skinner. 

lt>.  The  Committee  appointed  to  receive 
requests  for  letters  of  fellowship,  rciiorted  in 
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favour  of  conferring  ordination  on  Brs.  Joseph  | 
Ward,  of  Hampton,  N,  Y,  David  Cooper,, 
F^aratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.  and  Moses  P.  Mor- ! 
gan,  of  Plainfield,  N.  H.  and,  also  a  letter  of 
fellowship  to  Br.  Win.  S.  Batch,  of  Andover, 
Vt. 

17.  Voted  to  accept  the  report. 

18.  Voted  to  receive  the  "  01 ('ohtny  As¬ 
sociation  of  Universalists  the  first  ScKiety  ot 
Jlestorationists  at  h'ort  Ann,  and  the  Socie- 

j  tics  of  Pawlef,  Vt.  Kgremont,  Mass,  and  Sand- 
1  pate,  N.  Y.  into  the  fellowship  of  this  Con- 
!  veiition. 

j  19.  Adjourned  to  attend  public  worship. 
Order  of  the  Morning  Service. 
Introductory  Prayer,  by  Jlr.  1..  Willis. 

I  Sermon,  by  Br.  P.  Dean,  from  Acts  iv.  20. 
Concluding  Prayer,  by  Br.  B.  Hickox. 

20.  Received  the  report  of  the  Coniiiiittee 
^  .appointed  to  draw  up  and  present  the  out- 
:  lines  of  a  revised  plan  for  the  better  govern- 

'1  inent  of  the  Convention — the  associations  and  ; 

societies  in  it.s  fellowship.  j 

||  “  Your  Committee,  after  due  consideration,  | 

i  elTcr  the  following  sketch  of  a  plan  of  gov-  j 
i  ernment,  embraced  by  the  resolution  adopted  : 

I  on  that  subject,  to  be  hereafter  filled  up  by  a  | 

!  Committee  for  that  purpose,  viz. 

»  1.  Each  society,  organized  and  uniti'd  in 

!  the  faith  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  mankind, 

I  by  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  shall  be 
j  considered  as  having  in  itself,  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  given  by  Christ  our  Lord  to  his 
disciples,  and  so  long  as  they  may  choose,  be 
;  perfectly  independent  of  all  other  societies  or 

IbfKlies  of  believers,  in  the  exercise  of  those 
rights.  They  shall  judge  for  themselves  in 
matters  of  faith  and  pr.actice — choose  their 
own  modes,  forms  and  time  of  worshij) — call, 
settle,  and  di.smiss  their  own  inini.sters.  These 
independent  Societies  may,  if  they  choose, 
unite  themselves  into  associations  for  the  pur- 
jHise  of  extending  their  fellowship  and  iiiflu-  j 
ence,  and  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  as  | 
they  judge  best  for  their  mutual  government ! 
and  benefit ;  and  each,  when  they  please,  may  ; 
[  withdraw  from  said  association  :  and  again,  | 
;  these  associations  may  form  themselves  into  | 
I  Conventions,  for  the  greater  extension  of  the 

isame  benefits.  Therefore,  in  conlormity  to 
these  principles,  the  General  Convention  now 

(recommends  to  the  Societies  in  its  fellowship, 
residing  in  anyone,  or  more  Counties  of  any 
State  in  the  Union,  or  in  any  convenient  ter- 
ritorj,  to  unite  into  an  association,  to  consist 
of  their  Pastors  and  two  delegates,  chosen  at 
regular  meetings  of  the  Societies  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  which  shall  meet  once  a  year,  or  often- 1 
tr,  in  rotation,  at  the  Societies  in  its  fellow¬ 
ship,  to  adopt  regulations  for  its  own,  and  the 
^.1 !  government  of  its  Societies. — To  unite  in  the 
I  i  public  worship  of  God — the  administration  of 
ji  I  tile  Lord's  Supper. — 'I'o  learn  the  state  of  the  j 
ij  j  Societies — give  needful  advice  for  the  admis- 1 
ll  \  Societies  into  its  fellowshii) — to 


choose  from  two  to  four  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention,  and  the  transaction  of  all 
such  business  as  may  promote  the  mutual 
prosperity  and  peace  of  the  Societies  under 
its  fellowship. 

2d.  These  Associations  are  recommended 
to  form  them.selves  into  State  Conventions, 
which  shall  be  limited  to  the  state  in  which 
they  arc  located,  and  to  consist  of  from  two  to 
four  delegates  (who  shall  always  be  minister¬ 
ing  brethren)  from  the  several  associations  in 
the  State,  and  of  all  the  ordained  and  licensed 
preachers  of  the  order  in  the  State. 

The  State  Convention  sliall  meet  once  a 
year,  at  such  time  and  place  within  the  State, 
as  they  may  choose  and  ailjourn  to,  for  the 
organization  of  the  borly — the  worship  of  God 
— the  adiuinistrati«>n  ofthe  I.ord’s Supper,  A  c. 
— the  licensing  of  men  to  preach,  and  the  or¬ 
dination  of  preachers  as  evancelists,  learning 
the  stat<*  of  as.«ociations,  ami  of  sending  them 
any  such  advice  or  information  as  they  may 
deem  expedient — and  to  choose  not  more 
than  eight,  nor  le.ss  than  four  delegates  to  re¬ 
present  them  in  the  General  Convention  of 
the  United  States. 

.‘3d.  The  State  Conventions  are  also  recom¬ 
mended  to  form  themselvr.s  iiitt>  a  General 
Convention  ofthe  United  States  of  .Armrica, 
by  choosing  not  more  than  eight,  or  lis.s  than 
four  delegates,  to  me*-t  and  act  for  them  in 
sail!  Convention  which  shall  consist  of  D*‘le- 
gations  from  the  State  ( 'on^  entions,  and  also  of 
all  the  ordained  ar:d  licensed  ministers  who 
are  preaching  in  the  fellowship  of  tin*  order 
in  the  United  State.**,  for  the  time  being. — It 
shall  meet  annually  at  such  place  in  the  L  nited 
States,  on  the  dtl  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
of  September,  as  it  may  he  adjourned  to,  and 
for  jiurposes  tin*  same  as  those  of  the  .‘^tate 
Conventions,  with  the  exception  ofthe  choice 
of  delegates. 

'I'he  General  and  State  Conv*  iitions,  witli 
the  associations  am!  church,  shall  ndo()t  ami 
retain  unaltered  the  articles  of  faith  now  pro¬ 
fessed  by  the  General  Convention. 

.\o  complaint  against  a  brother,  socir  ty,  as¬ 
sociation  or  convention,  shall  be  heard  and  tri¬ 
ed  by  any  or  eitluTof  the  associations  or  con¬ 
ventions  in  the  United  States,  or  in  felh.wshi|> 
with  the  general  convention  thereof ,  but  all 
such  shall  be  heard  and  decideii  bv  a  mutual 
council  chosen  by  the  {)artie.s,  unless  one  of 
the  parties  refuse,  in  which  case  the  otic'r 
jiarty  may  proceed  c\.  parte,  and  the  decision 
will  be  final. 

All  churches  and  societies  shall  ordain  and 
install  their  ministers  by  the  advice  and  assist¬ 
ance  of  councils  composed  of  Pastors  and 
Deacons  of  such  of  the  churches  as  they  may 
choose  to  invito  for  that  purpose. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
IVt  Order. 

This  report  was  unanimously  accepted  and 
I  ordered  to  be  «enf  to  the  societies.  And  in 
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the  mean  time  rccomniittod  for  a  detailed  re¬ 
port  of  the  plan  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Gen.  Convention. 

22.  VoU*d  that  Rev.  llosea  Ballou,  Paul 
Dean,  and  Thomas  Whitteinore,  be  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  consider  the  above  nauM'd  subject  and 
report  at  thu  next  session  of  the  General 
Convention. 

23.  The  bu.«»ines.s  of  council  u  a?  suspended 
for  public  worship. 

Order  of  the  Afternoon  Service. 

Introductory  prayer,  by  Br.  N.  Smith. 

Sermon,  by  Br.  llosea  Ballou  from  1 1  Cor. 
iv.  5.  Immediately  after  which  the  council 
proceeded  to  ordain  Bra,  ^yard,  Coofwr  and 
Morgan. 

Ordination  prayer,  by  Br.  C.  G.  Parsons. 

Charge  and  delivery  of  the  scriptures,  by 
Br.  N.  Stacy. 

Right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Br.  W.  Skin¬ 
ner. 

Concluding  prayer,  by  Br.  E.  Case. 

24.  Appointed  Brs.  Paul  Dean,  llo.«ra  Bal¬ 
lou  aiul  Lemuel  Willis  a  committee  whose  du¬ 
ty  shall  be  to  report  at  our  next  session  the 
best  method  of  raising  a  Widow’s  fund. 

26.  This  Convention  would  earnestly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  several  societies  in  its  fellow¬ 
ship,  through  their  respective  ministers,  the 
propriety  of  taking  up  a  collection  in  aid  of 
the  society,  at  Saratoga,  (which  is  at  present 
involved  to  a  considerable  amount  for  their 
church)  and  that  the  sums  which  they  may 
severally  collect,  be  transmitted  to  Br.  Gideo.n 
CoNANT,  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

2i>.  Voted  that  Brs.  S.  R.  Smith  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Edward  Turner,  of  Portsmouth,  and 
llosea  Ballou  2d,  of  Roxbury,  be  a  (’ommit- 
tee  to  report  at  the  next  sc.ssion  the  most  prac¬ 
ticable  plan  for  establishing  a  Theological 
Seminary. 

27.  Appointed  Br.  Thomas  F.  King  to 
prepare  the  minutes  of  this  session  and  accom¬ 
pany  them  with  a  Circular  Letter. 

28.  Adjourned  the  General  Convention  to 
be  holden  at  Cavendish.  Vt.  on  the  .3d  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  of  September  1828. 

Prayer,  by  our  venerable  Br.  llosea  Ballou. 
noSEA  B.VLLOL',  .Moderator. 

Thomas  F.  Kino,  } 

Paul  Deak,  ^ 

.Vamr*  and  residences  of  Ministcrx  prffent. — 

llosea  Ballou,  Paul  Dean,  Nathaniel  Wright, 
Boston;  George  Messenger,  Egremont,  Mas. 
Warren  Skinner,  Langdon;  Moses  P.  Mor¬ 
gan,  Plainfield,  N.  11.  John  Moore,  Strat¬ 
ford;  Isaiah  Boynton,  Piymouth ;  Otis  A. 
Skinner,  Reading  ;  Win.  S.  Balch,  Andover, 
Vt.  'riiomas  F.  King,  Hudson;  Lemuel 
Willis,  Troy  ;  Dolphus  Skinner,  Utica  ;  Cor¬ 
nelius  G.  Parsons,  Ellisburgh  ;  Beiij.  llicox, 
PotLsdain;  Nathaniel  Stacy,  Hamilton  ;  Job 
Potter,  Cooperslown  ;  David  Cooper,  Sara¬ 
toga  Springs ;  .losenh  W erd  Hampton;  Na-. 


Uianicl  Smith,  Albany  ;  Hiram  Davis, - 

Eliphalet  Case, - 


I  CIRCULAR  LEITER,  FOR  1827. 

General  Convention  of  l^niversafists,  to  all 
the  Churches  and  Societies  enjoying  its  felloiv- 
ship  and  faith,  sends  salutations  of  Christian 
and  fraternal  affection. 

Dr.ARLv  Beloved  Bhethrek  : 

In  conformity  to  tlie-  usages  which  have  ob¬ 
tained  since  the  estahli.shment  of  our  order, 
we  would  again  address  you  on  the  iiighly 
interesting  subjects  which  involve  the  present 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  Redeemer’s  king¬ 
dom,  and  which  lay  a  foundation  for  our  hopes 
and  expectations  of  future  and  unceasing 
blessedness.  The  Members  of  the  C’ouncil 
were  received  by  the  brethren  at  Saratoga 
Spring,  swith  a  cordial  widcomc,  and  enter¬ 
tained  with  a  liberality  which  clearly  indicated 
the  benevolence  of  tlieii  hearts. 

There  were  present  in  Council,  twenty-two 
•Ministering  brethren,  and  about  thirty  lay 
delegates  from  Societies  in  fellowship,  and  the 
unanimity  which  characterized  our  delibera¬ 
tions  throughout  ‘he  session,  afforded  matter 
of  mutual  and  heart-felt  congratulation. 

The  numerous  epistles  received  by  us  from 
the  different  Churches  and  Societies,  not  only 
breathed  a  spirit  of  untiring  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  our  Zion,  hut  they  contained  the 
most  flattering  intelligence  of  the  rapidly 
spreading  influences  of  that  dixtrinc,  which  it 
is  the  business  of  our  lives  to  defend.  We 
were  also  greatly  refreslied  by  the  oral 
communications  of  tho.se  of  our  brethren 
who  had  been  partly  engaged  in  itinerating 
during  the  past  year.  Several  Societies  liave 
thus  been  organized,  and  hundreds  have  been 
fed  with  that  bread  “  which  coincth  down  from 
heaven  and  giveth  life  unto  the  world." 

Five  jiublic  discourses  were  delivered  during 
the  session,  which  were  heard  by  nmneroiw 
and  respectable  congregations,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  severe  inclcniency  of  the  weather. — 
Immediately  after  the  fourth  Sermon,  by  Br. 

P.  Dean,  a  large  number  of  brethren  and  si.s- 
tors,  in  the  faith  of  the  "  Restoration  of  all 
things,"  united  in  commemorating  tJio  dying 
love  of  our  Redeemer.  At  this  solemn  anil 
interesting  ceremony  Brs.  Ballou  and  Dean 
presided,  assisted  by  Brs.  Parsons  and  Stacy.  | 
Here  we  were  not  only  forcibly  reminded  that  I 
the  institution  of  this  ordinance  wa.s  of  itsi'lf 
a  powerful  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  but  we  were  affectionately  invited 
to  contemplate  the  toils,  the  privations  and 
sufferings  endured  by  our  beloved  Lord  for  us 
and  fur  our  salvation. 

We  have  received  an  accession  of  four 
Societies,  together  with  an  .Association  em¬ 
bracing  several  others,  the  iiiciiibers  ol'  w  hich, 
so  far  as  we  have  learned,  arc  sirivuig  for  the 
faith  anil  morality  of  the  gospel  May  the 
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l.ord  bless  them  with  an  increase  of  all  spir¬ 
itual  riches,  nnd  establish  their  hearts  in  the 
truth  ns  it  is  in  Jesus ! 

IJy  a  reference  to  our  Minutes,  it  will  be 
perceived 'that  the  Convention  unanimously 
accepted  the  rep<irt  of  their  Committee,  ap¬ 
pointed  during  the  session  of  18‘J6,  which 
report  has  an  exclusive  regard  to  the  literary 
riualilicalions  which  shall  b«^  demanded  of 
I  tliose  who  may,  from  time  to  time,  apply  for 
the  fellowship  of  this  body,  as  preachers  of 
the  gospel.  It  is  confidently  believed  ihat  the 
rule  embraced  in  the  acceptance  of  this  re- 
jiort,  will,  in  its  operation,  be  productive  of 
results  highly  auspicious  to  the  best  interests 
of  our  order  in  the  United  States.  The  pre¬ 
sent  is  emphatically  an  age  of  improvement  in  1 
almost  every  department  of  those  arts  and 
sciences  wich  at  once  refine,  liberalize  and 
i  exalt  society.  And  so  generally  are  Uie 
means  of  information  dififused  throughout  our 
beloved  country,  that  ignorance  may  in  in  some 
degree,  be  considereil  volunturif,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  BO  hr  criminal.  The  good  sense  ofj 
mankind  has  long  since  established  the  maxim 
that  a  man  should  understand  the  business  in ' 
which  he  is  engaged,  if  he  would  be  success¬ 
ful  in  that  business.  Now,  if  this  be  allowed  ^ 
to  hold  good  in  relation  to  the  every-day  trans- ! 
actions  of  life,  will  it  not  apply  with  equal,  if 
not  greater  force,  to  those  wIk>,  in  the  Ian-  j 
guage  of  Paul,  arc  “  set  for  the  defence  of 
the  gosjiel,”  and  who  must,  therefore,  neces¬ 
sarily  engage  in  the  discussion  of  the  momen¬ 
tous  questions  which  have  a  bearing  upon  our 
eternal  destiny  ?  The  Committee  in  making 
the  report,  and  the  Convention  in  adopting  it, 
were  actuated  by  motives  which  hare  an  equal 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  applicants  and 
the  Societies  who  already  enjoy  our  fellow¬ 
ship.  Our  Minutes  will  also  show  you,  breth¬ 
ren,  that  we  have  charged  a  Committee, 
distinguished  among  us,  for  their  discretion, 
with  the  important  duty  of  reporting  at  our 
next  session,  the  details  of  a  plan,  the  outlines 
of  which  is  already  spread  out  upon  our  pro¬ 
ceedings,  that  will,  if  adopted,  render  this 
body  in  fact,  what  it  has  ever  been  in  name,  a 
(ieneral  Convention.  To  those  brethren  who 
were  ordained  as  Evangelists,  and  to  the 
brother  who  received  our  fellowship  as  a 
laborer  in  the  Ministry  of  reconciliation,  we 
bid  a  hearty  and  aflertionate  welcome  to  all 
the  pleasures  which  arise  from  a  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  ministerial  functions ;  and  to 
all  the  pains,  privations,  ami  crosse.s  which 
are  incidental  to  those  duties  ;  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  that  they  may  feel  the  spirit  of  Uieir  res¬ 
pective  stations,  and  that  they  may  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  their  vocation. 

We  sincerely  hope,  brethren,  Uiat  you  will 
use  the  nieams  which  a  benificent  Providence 
may  have  placed  at  your  disposal,  for  the  relief  | 
of  the  Soriety  at  Saratoga  Springs,  w  Inch  is  at 
present  labouring  urnler  heavy  pecuiuary  em¬ 


barrassments.  We  arc  satisfied  they  woul^I 
not  solicit  your  assistance  were  it  not  for  the 
e.xtremely  pressing  nature  of  their  necessities. 
It  should  be  recollected  that  Saratoga  Springs 
is  a  very  important  location  for  a  Church  of 
our  order.  For,  being  the  most  celebrated 
watering  place  in  the  United  States,  it  is 
annually  visited  by  thousands  of  individuals, 
from  every  part  of  our  extensive  country  ; 
many  of  whom  may  be  excited  by  curionity,  to 
hear  w  hat  can  be  said  in  favor  of  our  glorious 
doctrine.  And  thus  carrying  to  their  homes 
the  seed  of  truth  sown  in  the  heart,  it  will 
germinate,  and  produce  a  harvest  to  the  tiory 
of  Cod  aud  to  the  happiness  of  man.  What¬ 
ever  sums  you  may  contribute,  either  as  Socie¬ 
ties  or  individuals,  when  transmitted,  will  be 
faithiully  appropriated  to  the  liquidation  of  tho 
<lebt  of  the  Universalist  Church  in  said 
place. 

Finally,  brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord 
ami  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Add  to  your 
faith  every  Christian  virtue  ;  so  you  will  ho 
purified  unto  God,  a  “  peculiar  people,  zealous 
of  good  works.”  Ami  may  the  grace,  mercy 
ami  peace  of  God,  abide  with  you  all,  world 
without  end.  Amen. 

Done  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

THOMAS  F.  KING. 

XOZSOZALAJrBOUS, 

I  Associations.  Brs.  J.  Flagg,  of  Dana, 
H.  Ballou,  T.  J.  Whitcomb  and  P.  Dean,  of 
I  Boston  ;  H.  Ballou,  2d,  of  Roxbury;  T.  Whit- 
!  temore  of  Cambridgeport ;  C.  Gardner  of 
Duxbnry  ;  B.  Whittemore  of  Scituate,  Mass, 
attended  at  the  organization  of  the  “  Old  Col¬ 
ony  Association  of  Universalists,*’  convened 
at  Hanover,  4th  ult. — which  is  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Duxbury  on  the  first  W'cdncsday  ir\ 
Sept.  1828. 

The  Chenattgn  Astoriotion  convened  in  an¬ 
nual  session  at  Brooklyn,  Susquehannah  co. 
Pa.  Aug.  29th.  .Ministers  present — I.  Potter, 
Cooperstown.  S.  Adams,  Sinitfaville ;  L.  S. 
Everett,  Auburn;  N.  Doolittle,  Berkshire; 
E.  Ferris,  (iuilford :  S.  A.  Pkoele  Greene, 
J.  R.  Shannon,  McDonough  :  J.  S.  Flagler, 
Scipio  ;  S.  Finch,  Pitcher ;  B.  C.  Hicko.x, 
Pottsdam,  N.  Y. ;  R.  Marsh,  Brooklyn, 
Pa. — and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Green  Village, 
('henango  co.  N.  Y.  on  the  last  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  in  .Aug.  1828. 

To  R>:adkr3  and  Correspondents.— Tlie 
“  Sketches”  from  the  life  of  Murriy  with  several 
other  pieces  on  hand  will  have  iJace  in  our  next. 

N.  R.  This  No.  makes  iqi  the  one  half  of  the 
cnircnt  volume  of  the  Up|»ositorT.  Onr  patrons 
will  recollect  that  the  p.. per  maker  mu\  printer, 
think  much  of  this  p.T.v>age  of  scripture,  “  The 
I  jonror  Is  vvoilliy  of  liis  hire.” 
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CONSOLATION. 

Tiioiigli  friends  xvlio  once  did  say  tiioy  loved, 
Have  from  iny  sijjlit  retired  ; 

TliO)i"h  earth  contains  no  mortal  now, 

(Save  one)  by  love  inspired. 

Yet,  there  is  plated  within  myself, 

A  never  parting  friend  : 

A  s|)irif,  that  will  ne’er  forsake, 

Wlmse  I'oodness  has  no  end. 

Eternal  spark  of  heavenly  flame. 

That  burns  within  my  soul ! 

It  is  to  Thee,  I  turn  my  thoui'hts, 

And  thou  eansl  make  me  whole. 

Alone  and  eoinfortless  I  sit, 

Moumini;  the  ills  of  tht>se. 

Who  once  addressed  in  frienddiip’s  name. 

But  now,  alas!  are  foes. 

Alone  and  comfortless  I  sit. 

But  for  a  moment  here, 

For  all  within,  stirs  up  my  sotd. 

And  beams  a  liiightness  tliere. 

I  would  not  barter  that  sweet  peace, 

I  feel  within  my  mind. 

For  all  the  gems  that  earth  ran  give. 

And  pleasures,  earth  can  timi. 

When  on  my  pillow  to  repose, 

I  lay  my  weary  head, 

Tiiere  is  a  spirit,  that  ledeems 
Earth's  joys  that  long  have  fled. 

<’elestial  visions  crowd  around 
The  slumbers  of  the  night ; 

And  in  the  morning,  1  awake, 

.And  hail  the  dawn  of  light. 

Cl.ORVI.NA. 

Troy,  October,  1C;27. 


From  thr  ('hriftiim  Telesropr, 
UECONCILIATION. 

Linrn,  occasionrd  iy  ht:ir\nf'  Rev.  Mr.  DF.AS 
jirr  irk  a  Lecture  Sermon  J'rom  the  teordg,— 
••  Him  to  reconcile  all  thtng.i  to  Hinuelf.” 

Almighty  Saviour,  can  it,  will  it  be 
Tliat  thou  wilt  reconcile  the  world  to  thee  ? 

Shall  discord,  luitred,  and  rclK'llion  end, 

And  tliou  be  known  as  ‘every  creatureV  friend? 

What  dire  contentions  shake  this  sinful  state ! 
■And  do  moittds,  fellow  inoilals  hate  ? 


These  wide-spread  evils  w  ilt  thou  Lord  remove. 
And  “  reconcile  all  things”  to  thee  in  love  ? 

Oh!  if  my  heart  this  cheering  tmth  receives. 
And  firmly,  all  this  promised  grace  believes. 

How  can  one  munntiring  thought  disturb  my  rest. 
Or  gain  a  moment’s  entrance  in  my  breast  ? 

If  he  whom  sinful  passions  ne’er  defiled, 

C’ould  love  and  pity  every  wand'ring  child. 

Shall  thoughts  unreconciled  my  peace  assail  ? 

Or  doubt  or  trouble  in  iny  mind  prevail  ? 

'  Oh  !  may  this  evening’s  sermon  be  impressed. 
Strongly  deejily,  long,  within  this  breast ! 

Sw  eet  are  the  words  of  him  who  ‘  preaches  peace. 
And  proves  so  clearly,*  Sin  and  death  shall  cease.’ 

.My  gracious  Saviour !  grant  me  still  to  know 
That  thou  wilt  mercy  to  the  guilty  show ; 

W  lit  bless  each  sufl’ering,  save  eadi  rebel,  child, 
Till  idl  things  to  thy  law  be  reconciled. 

FAITH,  HOPE,  AND  CHARITY. 

Faith  looks  beyond  the  Inrunds  of  time, 

.And  upward  wings  her  flight ; 

She  seeks  a  world  where  angels  chime 
Their  joyful  notes  in  strains  sublime 
Till  lust  ia  o])en  sight. 

Hope,  when  our  fears  and  sorruw.s  rise, 

Her  kind  assistance  lends 
Till  death  has  closed  our  weeping  e)es. 

Bearing  our  souls  beyond  the  skies. 

In  full  fruition  ends. 

Oiir  Faith  and  Hope  shall  pass  away. 

And  time  and  nature  die  ; 

But  Charity,  without  decay 
Shall  live  to  everla.sting  <lay. 

In  realms  of  bliss  on  high.  .1/.  .Mirror. 


DIED— In  this  city,  tilth  ult.  3Irs.  Johettv: 
I'rehan,  in  the  «7th  vear  of  her  age.  She  wa.s  an 
•  arly  settler  in  this  city  ;  and  was  iiHich  respected 
iii  life,  and  now  much  lamented  in  death. 
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